FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
The experience of nearly two thousand years had gradually
elaborated in Rome a policy of caution and reserve and patience,
suited to a power peculiarly founded on opinion. Our violent
bigoted clergy, ignorant of the world, ignorant of any country
save France, and of France except their own neighbourhoods,
ignorant of history, ignorant indeed of human nature, are
driving him to an oppressive intemperate interference in
Germany and England, in Italy, which is shaking his spiritual
influence and must precipitate the fall of his temporal power."l
It would be of course a grievous exaggeration to see in Veuillot
the real inspirer of the Syllabus and of Papal infallibility, but
it may be left open to speculation whether events might not
have taken a somewhat different course had it not been for
UUnvvers and for the Papal conviction that it represented a
large mass of Catholic opinion.
"Veuillot," says Jules Lemaltre, "was almost the only
great Catholic of the nineteenth century. He freed Catholicism
of all that was not really itself—Liberalism, the return to a
Primitive Church, etc." 2 "Veuillot," said Montalernbert, "was
the most fearsome foe of religion to whom the nineteenth
century gave birth."3
It is not for a non-Catholic to decide which of the above
judgments represents the real facts. The Syllabus and the Vatican
Council, and many years later the encyclical Pascendi Gregis of
Pius X., seem to indicate that Lemaitre is right and that Veuillot
did represent the true Catholic tradition.
The tragedy of the official sanction of" Veuillotism " is more
in its approval of his spirit and method than in its approval of
his views. It was serious enough to endorse the flat denial of
the rightness or desirability of toleration, made by one who
wrote that he was " sorry Luther was not burnt as well as Huss
and that no prince was found with enough political sense to
lead a crusade against Protestants," and stated that " nothing
1	Senior, Conversations, i., p. 357.
2	Portraits contem'for'atns, vol. vi., p. 70.
3	Letter, 16th December 1866. Lecanuet, op. cit^ iiL, p. 537. CJreat-souled
as he was, Montalembert never felt he could forgive Veuillot the dis<ister he
had caused to the Church*
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